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Abstract: The silkworm moth escapes from the pupal-protection case by utilizing cocoon-digesting 
enzymes. The rectal sac was examined in relation to the behaviour of the animal. Pupae and pharate 
adults were obtained from commercial races and were reared in the laboratory. The ball-shaped rectal 
sac, easily distinguishable within the abdomen of the silkworm, was found to contain two phased creamy 
fluid. The occurance and the shape of the organ and the usage of its fluid suggest its role in perforation of 
the cocoon. 

Key Words: Silkworm, Rectal Sac, Pupae 

Turk. J. Zool., 23, (1999), 427-432.
Full text: pdf 
Other articles published in the same issue: Turk. J. Zool.,vol.23,iss.4. 


