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Abstract: The diet of the banded newt, Triturus vittatus ophryticus, from 3 different sites in northern 
Turkey was studied based on stomach contents from 180 samples (104 males + 76 females). The 
banded newt was found to forage on wide variety of prey organisms in the aquatic phase. Benthic 
invertebrates consistently made the greatest contribution to the diet, both numerically and volumetrically. 
Nektonic prey also appeared to be of importance in terms of volume but constituted few items. Terrestrial 
invertebrates contributed very little to the diet. In addition to invertebrates, a few amphibian prey items 
were found in the stomachs. The number of major prey taxa in the diet was significantly correlated with 
the seasons (Kruskal-Wallis test, P < 0.01). There were proportionally more Ostracods and Chironomids 
(larvae and pupae) in the diets of banded newts in spring, whereas Daphnia sp. were largely consumed in 
late summer and autumn. Differences in the size of newts seem to cause a corresponding significant 
difference in the selection of large and small prey (rmax = -0.247, P < 0.05). We also found that Triturus 

vittatus ophryticus consumed similar prey taxa among sites, but that the frequency of the major prey 
taxa in the diet was significantly different (Tukey's test: P < 0.05) due to ecological conditions. 
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