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unding approved for tuberculosis, HPV research projects

18 December 2012
Papilloma virus infections and superbug tuberculosis strains will come under renewed attack, after the federal government
today agreed to support two University of Queensland research projects.

The funding will allow Professor lan Frazer — co-inventor of the human papilloma virus (HPV) vaccine — to seek treatments for
people infected with the cancer-promoting viruses.

The second project — led by Professor Matt Cooper of UQ 7 s Institute for Molecular Bioscience — will improve the treatment
and control of tuberculosis, which affects every country in the world and causes two million deaths a year.

Health Minister Tanya Plibersek said the National Health and Medical Research Council s Development Grant scheme would
provide $513,630 for Professor Cooper ” s three-year tuberculosis project, and $209,782 for Professor Frazer *s HPV study,
over two years.

Scholarship funding for seven UQ PhD students also was announced yesterday.
Professor Cooper said current tuberculosis treatments required patients to take four drugs for six to nine months.

““This prolonged treatment means many patients don * t finish the course of medicine. This has led to the TB bacteria
developing resistance to multiple drugs, so we need to develop new medications,”” he said.

““Reducing the treatment time would help us improve patient cure rates, contain TB ” s spread and potentially save millions of
lives.””

The World Health Organisation estimates one in three people is exposed to TB, which is caused by Mycobacterium tuberculosis.
It becomes active when a person ”s immune system is compromised, as in HIV/AIDS patients.

Australia ™ s Torres Strait islands, which border Papua New Guinea, have been declared a multi-drug resistant TB hot spot,
along with PNG, which will affect the long-term control of TB in Australia.

The incidence of TB in Australia ™ s indigenous population is 10 times greater than in the wider community.

On the HPV project, Professor Frazer said his team would work with Coridon Pty Ltd to transform the HPV vaccine into a
treatment to cure people already infected with cancer-promoting papilloma viruses.

Professor Frazer, head of the new Translational Research Institute in Brisbane, is the co-inventor of the vaccine known
variously as Gardasil® and Cervarix®. The vaccine has been administered to 90 million people in more than 124 countries in
the past decade.

““We have some understanding of what will be required to develop a therapeutic vaccine effective for persisting HPV infection
in skin,”” Professor Frazer said.

He said the work would be an example of the collaborative effort to develop new treatments that TRI is designed to deliver to
Australia.

““The project aims to find novel solutions for immunotherapy for cancer and chronic viral infections, and reflects our collective
research expertise in immunology and Coridon * s strength in optimising vaccine technologies,"” he said.

The UQ PhD students who received NHMRC Postgraduate Scholarships will work on topics including Biological drivers of lung
cancer, Evaluation of swallowing sounds in children with dysphagia, and Assessing effectiveness of publicly funded vaccination
programs in Queensland.

Media contacts:

Fiona Cameron, UQ Communications, ph +61 7 3346 7086, f.cameron2@uq.edu.au

Bronwyn Adams, UQ Institute for Molecular Bioscience, +61 7 3346 2134, b.adams@imb.uq.edu.au
Caroline Davy, UQ Diamantina Institute, +61 7 3443 7027, c.davy@uq.edu.au

Share link:

http://tinyurl.com/I5wnr5h

Subscribe to the UQ News weekly newsletter



FDLLD‘M":’USDN
, Twitter .

SCIENCE

Supersized black
hole found in ultra

small galaxy 18
September 2014

South east
Australia most
prone to tsunami
threats along

eastern coast 27
August 2014

Climate change not so global 4 August
2014

ARTS + SOCIETY, SCIENCE

Art meets science
in the Queensland

W outback 17
September 2014

HEALTH + MEDICINE, SCIENCE
[>e Research helps
. identify memory

molecules 2
September 2014

UQ ~ s Centre for
Advanced Imaging

officially opened 21
August 2014

ENGINEERING + TECHNOLOGY,
RESOURCES + ENERGY,
SCIENCE

Physicists pursue

the power of light
22 August 2014

ENVIRONMENT +
SUSTAINABILITY, RESEARCH,
SCIENCE

Prickly prediction
issue plagues

Great Barrier Reef
15 August 2014

AGRICULTURE + FOOD, SCIENCE,
EVENTS

Subscribe



Science meets
beer and
barbecues for

Queensland launch
11 August 2014

Future miners
could harvest
metal from plants
25 September
2014

Sewer
technology
brings global
honour for UQ-
led team 25
September 2014

UQ plans new
student housing
complex 25
September 2014

™ \ Author takes
SANDY readers on an
FEET unexpected

“roadtrip” 24
il bulele

September 2014
. ——

More headlines

Three misguided beliefs of the Group of
Eight universities
12 September 2014

Soap: a sexy night on the tiles at the
Brisbane Festival
15 September 2014

Grand slam: Lally Katz's Doll's House at
the Brisbane Festival
16 September 2014

Laser helps find supermassive black hole
in a small galaxy
18 September 2014

Dingo control doesn't hurt native wildlife:

largest Australian study
18 September 2014

Read more UQ articles on The Conversation

Home > Funding approved for tuberculosis, HPV research projects



Brisbane St Lucia, QLD 4072
+61 7 3365 1111

Other Campuses: UQ Ipswich,
UQ Gatton, UQ Herston

Maps and Directions

© 2014 The University of Queensland

A MEMBER OF

P OF EIGHT
Privacy & Terms of use | Feedback

Authorised by: Director, Office of Marketing
and Communications

ABN: 63 942 912 684

CRICOS Provider No: 000258

QUICK LINKS
B For Media
B Emergency Contact

SOCIAL MEDIA

NEED HELP?

EMERGENCY
3365 3333

EXPLORE
Giving to UQ
Faculties & Divisions
UQ Jobs
UQ Contacts
Services & Facilities

Login




