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Inquiry into the Meaning of“Evolution”
YANG Hai-yan

Abstract: “Evolution” was first used in Preformationism and then in Epigenesis, respectively, to describe the
unfolding of preexisted organic structure and the recapitulation of the forms of lower animals by the embryo of
higher animals. Then the meaning of species change was added to it in the beginning of the nineteenth century. The
developmental evolutionism that Robert Chambers proposed made the idea of evolution closely connected with the
idea of progress. Charles Darwin seldom used “evolution”, for his theory is totally different from the developmental
evolutionism. Divesting the idea of progress from the theory of evolution is what the so-called “Darwinian

Revolution” needs to complete.
Key words. evolution; progress; developmental evolutionism; Charles Darwin; Robert Chambers
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