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Mohist Canons' (=54) “Ci(#X)" and indivisible

Zou Dahai

(The Ingtitute of History of Natural Science of Academia Sinica, Beijing, 100010)

Abstract There are many different explanations of the “Ci(#X)” article of Mohist Canons (5 %¢) .This paper sorts those
explanations into four kinds to analyze and examine, then gives its own explanation, and points out that thisis the direct evidence that
Mohist School thinks that the indivisibles are summable. Furthermore, the author discusses how the Mohist’s idea that the indivisibles

are summable influenced the ancient Chinese Mathematical Methods, what is the idea’ s significance.

Key words Mohist Canons (5:4%), indivisible, Ci(#X), Wuhou(J:J5), ancient Chinese mathematics
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