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Pragmatism or transcendency: Chinese traditional mathematics an
d its culture
CHEN Shifeng
(Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract:Chinese Traditional Mathematics really has the features of practicability. Chinese culture,

however, is practicism, instead of pragmatism. Although Chinese culture emphasizes the real-life worl

d, the ultimate concern is still transcend the life world. To benefit our practice or culture is two i
mportant impetuses to the development of mathematics. In Chinese traditional culture, the mathematics

can’ t be regarded as a force to accelerate the moral level, and it can only get its impetus from prac
ticability.
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