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A Miracle in West China—— Hua Xi Ba
Zhang Liping
(The Archives of Sichuan University, Chengdu, 610064)

Abstract: Hua Xi Ba, was the sites of a Christian university, West China Union University in the
past, and the sites of the Hua Xi Campus of Sichuan University. With its over one hundred buildings
of various styles, will lead us in the retrospect of the history a century ago. In the beginning of?
20th Centery , The West and the East met with eacher in Chengdu, one western university was
established in West China. The campus blueprint was drawn by an English architect Fred Rowntree,
who, designing the buildings in Hua Xi Ba , which became a bridge between the Chinese and western
culture because of its combination of architectural elements from both cultures. Most of the
buildings were constructed in the twenties and thirties of last century. Their style was epitomized
as unique in China, and copied in other university campuses. In the 1930s and 40s, Hua Xi Ba was
very famous for its spacious campus. There were about one hundreds important buildings in the past,
but there only are about twenty buildings upto now. The group of historical buildings is the soul of
the famouse university, and is the symbol of Chengdu Culture, which has been protected by the
generations living and working here. Now, they are included in the Municipal Protected Architecture
scheme of Chengdu City.
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