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Whistleblowing: an ethical dilemma
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Abstract

Because most organizations depend on computer systems that electronically store important
data to perform crucial business functions, the integrity of these information systems is
paramount. Securing company systems, however, is not always an easy task. More
sophisticated systems often provide widespread access to computer resources and increased
user knowledge, which may lead to added difficulties in maintaining security. This paper
explores whistleblowing-employees' exposing illegal or unethical computer practices taking
place in the organization—as a method of computer security and the support for whistleblowing
found in codes of ethical conduct formulated by professional societies.
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