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Abstract

Articles published in scholarly journals, such as this one, tend to be mainly addressed to researchers 
at universities. Industrial follow-up and implementation of results from a scholarly article appears to 
be the exception, rather than the rule. Research grant specifications, as well as university policies, 
favor the generation of new knowledge, rather than the implementation of good ideas. But without 
patent protection, corporations have low motivation to expend the considerable effort to reduce 
ideas to practice after they have been openly published. The author speculates that the situation 
could be much more dynamic if there were a system of priority of implementation. According to such 
a system, the first company to successfully implement an idea that first appears in a peer-reviewed 
journal article, as validated by its debut in the marketplace, would have a grace period during which 
competitors would have to pay them a fee to sell a generic version of the same thing.
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