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Lily Chi's teaching covers topics in contemporary design research, 18th to 21st-century 

theory and criticism, and architectural drawing/representation in western history. Her 

studios have investigated urban temporalities, 1:1 and the situational, film and 

formation, and questions of location/globalization in the contemporary city. Chi served 

as design editor for the Journal of Architectural Education from 2000–04. She is 

completing a writing project on city-building, war, and propaganda in 20th-century 

Saigon.

Chi received her B.Arch. with high distinction from Carleton University (Canada), her 

M.Phil. in architectural history and theory from Cambridge University, and her Ph.D. 

from McGill University. Her doctoral work examined the role of Enlightenment 

concepts of custom, nature, and history in the formation of a modern architectural 

discourse. These themes are developed in her current research on the "sites" of 

architectural work in a geographically expansive discipline.

Related News

◾ Ines Weizman: Documentary Architecture: Navigating Global Bauhaus Modernism

◾ Architecture's Lily Chi wins Internationalizing Cornell Curriculum Grant with 

Incremental Housing Database Proposal

◾ Erkin Özay: Rust Belt Cosmopolitanism: Resettlement Urbanism in Buffalo, New 

York

◾ Mellon Seminar and Architecture Studio Collaborate on Urban Aesthetics in 

Southeast Asian Cities

◾ How We Teach: Architecture Pedagogy Featured in Puerto Rico Symposium
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Classes (Selected)

◾ ARCH 5301 Theories and Analyses of Architecture 1

◾ ARCH 2301/2302 Architectural Analysis

◾ ARCH 6110 Graduate Design Seminar

◾ ARCH 5110 Thesis Proseminar

◾ ARCH 3308/6308 Drawing Ideas

Awards, Grants, and Fellowships (Selected)

◾ Grants from the Institute for the Social Sciences and the Mario Einaudi Center for 

International Studies for "Building on the Informalized City: An Interdisciplinary 

Conference," in collaboration with Jeremy Foster (2010)

◾ Graham Foundation for the Arts grant for Architecture, Tourism, and Citizenship: 

Saigon, 1911–63 (2004)

◾ Rotch Traveling Studio Grant, Cornell M.Arch.II Hanoi studio (2002)

◾ Finalist prize, "A Room in the Garden" design competition, in collaboration with 

Claudio Venier

◾ Design project grant for "Temporary Cities" project, Canada Council for the Arts, in 

collaboration with John McMinn

Publications (Selected)

◾ "Beyond Expression," in Architecture's Appeal: How Theory Informs Architectural 

Praxix (Routledge, 2015)

◾ "Sighting Saigon," Tourism Revisited, ed. David Vanderburgh and Hilde Heynen 

(2006)

◾ "On the Use of Architecture: The Destination of Buildings Revisited," Chora 2 (1996)

Wind Gate, Temporary Cities project. 

Selected Work
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