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John A. Ochsendorf

Class of 1942 Professor of Architecture

Professor of Civil and Environmental 

Engineering

MIT

Room 5-418C 

77 Massachusetts Avenue

Cambridge, MA, 02139

Telephone: 617.253.4087

Email: jao@mit.edu

Research Website: http://web.mit.edu/masonry

            http://web.mit.edu/structuraldesign

Education

B.Sc. Cornell University, 1996 

M.Sc. Princeton University, 1998 

Ph.D. Cambridge University, 2002 

Research Interests

Professor Ochsendorf conducts research on the mechanics and behavior of 

historical structures, with a primary focus on the collapse of masonry 

structures. His group is actively researching the dynamics of masonry 

buildings, the safety of cracked masonry vaults and domes, displacement 

loading of structures and the design of more sustainable infrastructure.

Teaching Interests

Structural design, limit analysis, history of construction, sustainable 

construction, structural form-finding, graphic static 
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