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Abstract: The development history of the cause of disaster reduction in
China can be divided into three stages. The first stage covers the
tmies of several thousands years before 1949. During these long
ages, efforts of disaster reduction were merely relief activities,
characterized by miploration by emperors to Heaven for pardon,
official systems for disaster prevention, and pacifying victmis. From
1800 to 1949, 25 giant disasters occurred which killed 49. 93 m
illion people. It is estmiated that the total number of death caused
by hazards is close to 100 m illions, with more than 600 000 death
per year on average. After the new China was founded in 1949, the
governmen thas attached great importance to the disaster
deduction. A series of special institutions for hazard mitigation
have been established, involving meteo rology, water conservancy,
agriculture, forest, seismology, oceanography, and geology. Under
the guidance of the government, various social organizations and
units have partic ipated in hazard relief and emergent support
activities. The capability of the country to reduce natural
disasters has been greatly enhanced,reaching prominent
achievements. The death number by disasters has dropped by 10
tmies with respect to the old ages before 1949, though about 120,
000 people died in natural catastrophes per year on average.
During this historical stage, efforts to mitigate hazards were made
in independent manners. The levels of monitoring and prediction
to various kinds of hazards differ, which are associated with
mechanisms of hazard generation and specific working conditions.
When it enters into 21st century, with the increasing trend of
global temperature rise, many sorts of extreme disasters occurred
in all continents, calling for stra tegy for integrated reduction of
disasters in the world. The Chinese government has made an active
response to such a trend, and it shows that the cause of disaster
reduction enters in to the third historical stage. In this new
situation there are three issues remaining to be emphasized. The
first is correlation between generation mechanisms of various
natural disasters. The second is the preferred schemes of disaster
reduction on a scale of the who le society. And the third is how
to account the positive and negative mipacts of disaster reduction

upon the susta inable development of the society.
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