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In recent years,the loss caused by various disasters is rising sharply.There is a
need for a shift in emphasis from post-disaster response to pre-disaster
prevention and anticipation.Disaster risk management is put on the
agenda.However,what is risk? What is disaster risk? There is a wide spectrum of
opinions on them.In this paper,we point out the inadequacies in 18 definitions of
disaster risk,which are more internationally influential.We elaborate the scene-
based definition of risk that was proposed by the first author of this paper
early,and then give the basic definition of disaster risk.According to the 4 rules
which researchers must follow for defining,we compare the definition given in
this paper with that recommended by United Nations Development Programme,to

illustrate that our definition is more reasonable.
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