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Wen Jiabao: Never Make Economic Development at Expense of Workers ™ Lives

Premier Wen Jiabao pointed out at the national work safety conference on January 23 that production safety is a natural
demand for overall implementation of the idea of scientific development, an urgent need for building a harmonious society
and an important function of governments at all levels. It is imperative to base economic development on safety. It is
absolutely impermissible to develop our economy at the expense of people ”s interests, still less at the price of workers™
lives.
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State Administration of Work Safety to Take Six Strict Safety Measures

In deliberating on implementing the 2006 tasks, the State Administration of Work Safety set forth six strict measures for
internal control: (1) Work unflaggingly and on extra shifts; (2) Go deep into the grassroots and work in a down-to-earth
manner; (3) Seek help from all parties and enforce the law jointly; (4) Study the new situations and settle new problems;
(5) Adopt strict measures for internal control and erect a new image; (6) Get united as one and coordinate closely.
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No Serious Impact from Shutdown of Small Coalmines

State Coal Administration director Zhao Tiechui said recently that the shutdown of small coalmines won =t affect coal
supply. He disclosed that 5243 small coalmines devoid of safe production conditions have been shut down so far, reducing
the annual national coal production by about 50 million tons, but incomplete statistics showed that the country has newly
built and expanded coal shafts with a total capacity of some 100 million tons, and that a total capacity of about 500
million tons is under construction.
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Ministry of Construction: Law of Construction to be Revised within 2006 to Better Protect Farmer-workers Interests

The Ministry of Construction disclosed that the Law of Construction will be revised this year. The revised law will
incorporate such contents as the pay for migrant workers, the settlement, guarantee and quality of construction projects as
well as their increased monitoring and supervision. In addition, the stipulations will include technical training and
safety education among the migrant workers in the construction field with the purpose of protecting their interests. The
system of employment access will be instituted under which workers for the key jobs and special operation will take posts
with certification. The stipulations will also include improving farmer-turned workers” labor contract management; making
sound the system of guaranteeing the pay of those in the construction sector in coordination with other departments
concerned and regulating the wages payment behavior; setting up their work safety security system; improving their labor
conditions; and supervising construction enterprises in insuring against work injuries and accidental injuries, etc.
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2006 to See Four New Breakthroughs in Work Safety Nationwide

2006, the first year of the 11th Five-Year Plan, is to start off with new promises. To this end, the State Administration
of Work Safety pledged four new breakthroughs in its work: i.e., a new breakthrough in curbing major and extraordinary
coalmine accidents; a new breakthrough in crackdown on accidents and promoting safety measures; a new breakthrough in
settling the crux of the safety problem, and a new breakthrough in strengthening enterprise basic safety.
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Shanghai Grassroots Government ““Buys”” Supervision to Promote Public Safety

To make up for the insufficiency of the government public security forces, Shanghai grassroots governments are beginning a
program of ““buying services”” from social supervision resources. The Yangshupu government specially set up an awarding
fund to award case by case. With a population of nearly 1.3 million, Yangshupu is the largest downtown district in
Shanghai, where quite a number of residents live in old-style quarters pregnant with hidden dangers of accidents. It is by
far not enough merely to set up a new organ with replenished forces to expand the establishment. So far the urban district
has set up a public-security information handling center to receive alert information round the clock involving fire
prevention, production, special facilities, dangerous chemicals, property management, medical care, municipal utilities and
food and drug safety, etc.
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