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Jon Sanford is an Associate Professor and in Industrial Design and the Director of the Center for
Assistive Technology and Environmental Access (CATEA) where he serves as the Co-Director of
Rehabilitation Engineering Research Center on Workplace Accommodations, a 5Syear grant
supported National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR). He is also a
Research Architect at the Rehabilitation Research and Development Center at the Atlanta
Veterans Affairs Medical Center. Mr. Sanford is one of the few architecturally trained researchers
engaged in environmental issues related to rehabilitation. He has been well-recognized for almost
25 years for his expertise in universal design, accessible design and assistive technologies
across a range of environments from housing to residential care to workplaces to public buildings
and spaces. His research spans the micro environment, such as design of toilet and bathing
facilities to facilitate independence among older adults, and the effectiveness of home
modifications and workplace accommodations, to the macro environment, such as wheelchair
seating is stadiums and theaters and community barriers to wheeled mobility. He has developed
several assessment protocols for home modifications, including remote assessments using
televideo technology and CASPAR, the Comprehensive Assessment and Solutions Process for

Aging Residents. He is currently working on several projects to evaluate the efficacy of interactive
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teleconferencing to provide remote therapeutic services both to employees with disabilities in the
workplace and older adults at home, including a multi-site, randomized controlled trial funded by
the VA Rehab R&D Service. He has contributed over 100 articles and chapters to the

professional literature and has over 150 professional presentations.

Educational Background
1974 - B.S. cum laude (Psychology) Duke University
1980 - B.S. with High Honors (Architecture), Georgia Tech
1983 - Master of Architecture (with High Honors), Georgia Tech

Fields

Universal Design
Environment and behavior
Aging and Disability

Research ambitions
To develop an evidence-base for universal design grounded in an understanding of human needs
and abilities. In terms of my own research agenda | intend to focus on an understanding of
individuals with limited abilities, including older adults and people with disabilities, and ways in
which home, work and community environments can be designed to facilitate activity and

participation in social roles.

Research Groups/Labs

Enabling Environments Lab (ee lab)
Design and Technology for Healthy Aging (DATHA)

AwareHome Research Initiative (AHRI)
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Recent Funded Projects

Principal Investigator (GA Tech, subcontract from Atlanta Regional Commission), Lifelong
Community in South Cobb County, Administration on Aging, 2010 -2012.

Principal Investigator, Identification of Unmet Needs for Environmental Supports in Housing
and Communities of Georgia = s Seniors, Georgia Council on Aging, 2009-2010.

» Principal Investigator (GA Tech, subcontract), Wheelchair with Drop-Down Armrest for Sliding
Transfers, NIA Phase | SBIR, 2008-2009.

Principal Investigator, Communication Technologies to Enhance Participation in the Tele-
Workplace, Supplement to Grant # H133E070026, NIDRR, 2008-2009.

Co-Director, Rehabilitation Research Engineering Center on Workplace Accommodations,
Grant # H133E070026, NIDRR, (Projects: PI: Development of Remote Assessment Protocol;
Co-PI: Successful Aging in the Workplace; Effects of Accommodation on Participation in the
Workplace; Pl: Student Awards Program for Universal Design in Workplace Accommodation)

2008-2012

Co-Principal Investigator, Assessment Protocol to Identify Environmental Barriers to
Communication in Long Term Care Facilities, NIA Phase 2 SBIR; 2009-2011.

Principal Investigator, Atlanta Site. Home-Based Tele-Health Stroke Care: A Randomized
Trial for Veterans, VA RR&D Service, 2007-2010

Recent Courses

ID 4943/8900; Arch 8832/4832 Universal Design in the Built Environment, Fall 09, 10

ID 4903/8900; Arch 4803/8803 Design for Healthy Aging, Spring, 09, 10
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Camillo Vargas (MID), Spring 2008, Universal Checkout Stand



