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Abstract

Pesticide education and safety training are critical to reducing 
personal and environmental exposure to pesticides. It is essential 
that pesticide safety instructors and state regulatory personnel be 
able to demonstrate an understanding of pesticide use, 
classification, regulation, toxicology, and environmental fate. Their 
credibility with applicators and the general public also requires that 
they develop effective communication and instructional skills. The 
feasibility of establishing Pesticide Safety Education Centers to train 
extension pesticide safety instructors and state and federal 
regulatory personnel was examined. Possible instructors and trainee 
groups were identified, mission and goals of a PSEC were defined, 
existing training models were examined, staff requirements were 
considered, sources of funding were explored, and a training 
evaluation system was suggested
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