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A comparative analysis of reproduction parameters and hatchability results of pheasants
raised under two different housing systems (cages and aviaries) was performed. In the first
system the pheasants were housed in 420 cages, 3780 from the total were females. In the
second housing system, 3200 pheasant hens were placed in eight aviaries, where 50 cocks
and 400 hens were kept in each. The following parameters were calculated: laying rate, the
percentage of hatching, small and cracked eggs, hatchability from set and fertilized eggs,
dead embryos up to day 8 of incubation and, finally, dead embryos after day 8 of
incubation as well as unhatched, crippled, and weak chicks. The laying rate for the whole
period of reproduction in pheasants kept in cages was significantly higher in comparison
with aviaries (59.6 vs 27.2%). A higher (P < 0.05) percentage of small and damaged eggs ( =
13.6) was recorded in aviaries. The percentage of dead embryos for eggs derived from
aviaries, up to day 8 of incubation, was also significantly higher (—x = 4.7%). There were no
significant differences between the housing systems with respect to the remaining features.
The results of the investigation made it possible to conclude that pheasants kept in cages
were characterized by a higher laying performance with fewer eggs unsuitable for
incubation. A lower mortality of embryos during the incubation process was found in eggs
derived from pheasants reared in cages. Although there were no significant differences
between the analyzed housing systems in terms of hatchability, a higher laying rate for
pheasants kept in cages implies that more chicks could be obtained from every female.
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