Turkish Journal
of

Medical Sciences

CL Keywords
Q Authors

medsci@tubitak.gov.tr

Scientific Journals Home Page

Turkish Journal of Medical Sciences

Plasma Thrombin Activitable Fibrinolysis Inhibitor Levels in Behget’s Disease

Mehmet Ali ©ZCAN?, Servet AKAR?, inci ALACACIOGLU?, Ozden PISKIN?
Faize YUKSEL?, Oguz GURLER?, Nurullah AKKOG?, Fatih DEMIRKAN?
Guiner Hayri OZSAN?, Sebnem OZKAN?3, Fatos ONEN?, Biilent UNDAR?

1Department of Hematology,' Faculty of Medicine,
Dokuz Eylul University, Izmir - TURKEY
2Department of Rheumatology, Faculty of Medicine,
Dokuz Eylul University, Izmir - TURKEY
3Department of Dermatology,' Faculty of Medicine,
Dokuz Eylul University, Izmir - TURKEY

Abstract: Aim: The precise pathogenetic mechanisms causing thrombotic complications in Behget's
disease (BD) are still not known. To explain the pathogenesis with coagulation induction or a defective
fibrinolysis superimposed on endothelial dysfunction, various hemostatic parameters were studied.
Thrombin activatable fibrinolysis inhibitor (TAFI), downregulating plasmin generation and fibrinolysis, is a
novel risk factor for thrombotic disorders. We studied plasma TAFI levels in BD in comparison with
healthy controls. Materials and Methods: Twenty-three patients with BD (mean age: 38.3 «+ 10.83, M/F:
5/18) diagnosed according to the criteria of the International Study Group and 20 healthy volunteers
(mean age: 38.05 + 6.29, M/F: 9/11) were enrolled in this study. Patients with liver or renal disease,
diabetes mellitus, coronary artery disease, hemophilia, antiphospholipid antibody positivity or using oral
contraceptive drugs were excluded from the study. Plasma TAFI levels were determined by using an
ELISA test. Results: The mean TAFI antigen levels were 8.40 + 1.81ug/ml in BD patients and 7.30 +
0.64 pg/ml in healthy volunteers. A statistically significant difference was found between TAFI antigen
levels of these two groups (P = 0.01). Conclusions: TAFI antigen levels were found to be increased in
BD, regardless of thrombotic events. To clarify the exact role of TAFI in thrombotic complications of the
disease, future studies including more patients with and without thrombosis are needed.
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