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Abstract: Objective To understand the epidemiological characteristics and current status of newly comfirmed advanced

schistosomiasis patients in Hunan Province in 2011. Methods The cases previously diagnosed or suspected as
advanced schistosomiasis in Hunan Province were the subjects of this investigation. Questionnairing (demographical
information, disease history, etc.) , clinical examination (ascites syndrome, abdominal palpation) , laboratory
examination, and abdomenal ultrasonography were used to confirm the diagnosis. Treatment was given to the
patients. Results In 2011, there were 620 newly discovered advanced schistosomiasis patients in Hunan Province,
mainly distributed in Yueyang (300 cases, 48.4%) , Changde (193 cases, 31.1%) and Yiyang (123 cases, 19.8%) .
The male-to-female ratio was 1.4 : 1. The average age of the patients was 60.4+12.4. 69.7% (432/620) of the
patients were illiterate or with primary school education. 90.3% (560/620) of them were farmers. 162 (26.1%) cases
were labour incapacity and 442 cases (71.3%) were with a weak labor ability before receiving medical treatment. The
average time from discovery of schistosome infection to diagnosis of advanced schistosomiasis was (24.9+14.3)
years. Among the 620 patients, 418 cases were with ascites (67.4%) , 201 cases with splenomegaly (32.4%) , and 1
case with multiple granuloma in the colon (0.2%) . 172 cases (27.7%) were with visible abdominal vein, 144 cases
(23.2%) with a hard liver texture, and 3.4% (21/620) cases with a hard spleen texture. Abdominal ultrasonography
showed that 59.4% (368/620) of the patients were with grade Il hepatic fibrosis. 577 cases (93.1%) received
medical treatments and 43 cases (6.9%) received surgical treatment. After the treatment, the clinical symptoms and
signs of 410 cases (66.1%) were improved and 210 cases (33.9%) needed further treatment. Conclusion Newly
comfirmed advanced schistosomiasis patients in Hunan Province are mostly distributed in historically endemic areas,
mainly middle-aged and older farmers, and generally in poor health when diagnosed.
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