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Abstract:

A Total of 332 birds including 149 sparrows, 147 doves and 36 pigeons were examined for Toxoplasma infection by both 

direct agglutination for detecting antibodies to Toxoplasma and direct parasitological test to detect the cyst of 

Toxoplasma in the brain of birds. The Toxoplasma sero-positive rate (SPR) in the examined birds was 10.5 percent (27 

cases) with titers of 1:40 or higher and SPR in each group tested were 17 percent in sparrow; 5.1 percent in doves and 

2.8 percent in pigeons. The SPR between sparrows and doves and also between sparrows and pigeons were 

significantly different (P<0.01 and P<0.005, respectively). A Total of 1.2 percent (4 cases) of Toxoplasma cyst were 

isolated from 332 examined birds; two percent from sparrows, 0.7 percent from doves and none from the examined 

pigeons. In one case Toxoplasma was isolated from a seronegative sparrow and the rest were isolated from the sero-

negative sparrow and the rest were isolated from the sero-positive birds. The relatively high prevalence of Toxoplasma in 

studied birds, which could act as a source of human and animal infection and also a long term preservation of parasites, is 

considerably important. 
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