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Apoptosis, or programmed cell death, is a morphologically defined cell death process that plays indispensable roles in the embryonic an
d postnatal development. It is now clear that too little or too much cell death can cause various diseases including neurodegeneration, cance
r or autoimmune diseases. As afundamental important element of cell biology, apoptosis has become one of the hottest research areas of mo
dern medicine.

My research has focused on apoptosis and its modulation during lymphocyte development in the bone marrow. Studiesin normal, gene-
deleted, transgenic and mutant mice have aimed to examine the apoptotic cell death and itsrole in maintaining quality control and homeostasi
sin the immune system. Further knowledge of the mechanisms of apoptotic regulation should shed light on the prophylaxis and therapy of i
mmune disease.
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