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ENDOCARDITIS WITH AN UNCOMMON GERM
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Abstract:

Enterococci are normal inhabitants of gastrointestinal tract, being responsible for 5 to 18% of infective endocarditis and 

the incidence appears to be increasing. Eleven patients with enterococcal endocarditis were studied. In a case series 

group, 10 men (average 57 years) and one woman (37 years) were studied. Two patients had rheumatic heart disease, 

5 patients arteriosclerotic disease and one patient chronic renal failure on hemodialysis. Ten patients were treated with 

ampicillin and gentamycin. Valve replacement was performed in 3 patients with aortic valve endocarditis, one on 8th day 

and two at the end of the treatment. Overall clinical cure was achieved in 9 patients. Two relapses occurred and 2 

patients died as a result of refractory congestive heart failure and cerebral emboli. All of the enterococcal endocarditis 

cases were community acquired. In conclusion, infective endocarditis in patients with preexistent valvular heart disease, 

community acquisition and non specific symptoms with bacteriuria should be considered as enterococcal endocarditis. 

Keywords:

Enterococci ٬  endocarditis ٬  relapse ٬  cerebral emboli 

TUMS ID: 2999

     26 KB 

  

  

 

 

Home - About  - Contact Us

TUMS E. Journals 2004-2009 
Central Library & Documents Center
Tehran University of Medical Sciences 

 
Best view with Internet Explorer 6 or Later at 1024*768 Resolutions

 


