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Expression of Ezrin and E-cadherin in nasopharyngeal
carcinoma and its significance

WANG Longyunl, GAO Yemei2, TU Qingsongl, HONG Jidongl

1.Department of Oncology, Xiangya Hospital, Central South university, Changsha 410008;
2. Department of Hematology and Oncology, Central Hospital of Shaoyang, Shaoyang Hunan
422000, China

Abstract:

ObjectiveTo explore the association of Ezrin and E-cadherin expression with the invasion, metastasis
and prognois of nasopharyngeal carcinoma.Methodslmunohistochemical SP staining was used to detect
the expression of Ezrin and E-cadherin in 42 nasopharyngeal carcinoma and 10 chronic nasopharyngitis
specimens. ResultsEzrin protein expression in the nasopharyngeal carcinoma tissues was significantly
higher than that in the chronic nasopharyngitis tissues (P<<0.05) . E-cadherin expression in the
nasopharyngeal carcinoma tissues was significantly lower than that in the chronic nasopharyngitis
tissues (P<<0.05) . Expressions of both Ezrin and E-cadherin of nasopharyngeal carcinoma were
closely associated with T staging,the cervical lymph node metastases and clinical staging (P<<0.05) .A
negative correlation was found between Ezrin and E-cadherin expression in the nasopharyngeal
carcinoma tissues(r=-0.450, P<<0.05). Survival analysis showed that the abnormal expression of Ezrin
and E-cadhrin, clinical staging and the cervical lymph node metastases were associated with the
survival rate of patients with nasopharyngeal carcinoma. ConclusionA negative correlation is found
between Ezrin and E-cadherin expression in the nasopharyngeal carcinoma tissues. Ezrin and E-
cadherin are closely related to clinical staging and the cervical lymph node metastases of
nasopharyngeal carcinoma,suggesting that they may be important tumor markers for nasopharyngeal
carcinoma. Combined detection of the expressions of Ezrin and E-cadherin is helpful for clinical doctors
to determine the prognosis of patients with nasopharyngeal carcinoma.
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