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Acute organizing interstitial pneumonia and interstitial nephritis due to salazosulfapyridine in a patient with rheumatoi
d arthritis
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Sulfasal azine (salazosulfapyridine) has been used increasingly and successfully for the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis. Azulfidine®E
N (salazosulfapyridine; Pharmacia KK Diagnostics, Tokyo, Japan), which dissolvesin the intestine, is an improvement over sulfasalazinein te
rms of diminishing adverse gastro-intestinal effects. We report herein on a case treated with salazosulfapyridine for rheumatoid arthritis wh
o developed mild dyspnea on exertion, high fever and diffuse pulmonary infiltrates, reversible on discontinuation of the drug. A histologic dia
gnosis of acute organizing interstitial pneumoniawas made by transbronchial lung biopsy. Because the results of alymphocyte stimulation tes
t against Azulfidine® EN were negative, we allowed the patient to resume Azulfidine®EN for pain in his elbows under informed consent. Ho
wever, the patient developed symptoms of fever, dry cough and stomatitis and mild renal dysfunction after two doses. Salazosulfapyridine w
as permanently discontinued and the patient's symptoms subsided. Laboratory findings returned to normal within 2 weeks. Azulfidine®EN sh
ould be added to the list of pharmacologic agents causing infiltrative pulmonary disease and renal dysfunction.
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