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Foreword from the Executive Editor

The COVID-19 pandemic has sent shock waves through the
global academics, influencing thousands of scientific activities.
In addition, academic exchanges between China Mainland and
other countries are obstructed by other factors for a long time.
In the belief that science knows no borders, it is necessary to
increase communications between countries for clinical and
research improvement, right to the face of countless hurdles,
no matter in the past, present or future. Therefore, China needs
its own English journal of plastic surgery for the purpose that
colleagues from all over the world can conveniently know the
innovative achievements and experience summaries made by
Chinese colleagues. This journal is the first English academic
journal of plastic surgery in mainland China so far.

In terms of reconstructive surgery, the Chinese are the first to complete the replantation of
finger and upper limb as well as among the earliest to clinically apply free microvascular
flaps. The concept and clinical application of prefabricated flaps, anterolateral thigh flaps
and forearm flaps invented by Chinese surgeons have made critical contributions to the
reconstructive surgery and microsurgery at different times. In terms of cosmetic surgery,
the East Asians own very special ethnic characteristics. It often differs from the westerns in
the choice of surgical approach for facial rejuvenation and/or contouring. A typical example
is the preference of the prominent malar plasty in facial contouring, which is often the
opposite between the Eastern and the Western. Therefore, a Chinese plastic surgery journal
that favors ethnic characteristics of the East Asians is required to serve as a platform for
dialogues with the world.

The Asia accounts for 60% of the world's total population. The East Asia is the most active
driving force for the world's economic development. As a key country in the East Asia,
China has great potential for modern economic and technological development. Chinese
doctors are willing to communicate with international colleagues and the world is eager
to involve Chinese surgeons and scholars in academic communications. The issue of this
journal happens to be at the right time to fulfill the appropriate academic exchange needs
internationally. Through the joint efforts of the editor-in-chief, the editorial office and the
editorial committee, the journal serves to present evidence-based innovations in diagnosis
and treatment methods as well as special and meaningful cases.

This journal serves not only as an academic platform for mainland China, Hong Kong,
Macau and Taiwan, but also for Chinese plastic surgeons around the world. The purpose
is to enhance communications and collaborations between countries that share common
cultural and ethnic characteristics in the East Asia. It needs support from everyone to endow
this journal with special significance.
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