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Abstract

CORREA, Priscila Henriques et al. Prevalence of oral hemangioma, vascular 
malformation and varix in a Brazilian population. Braz. oral res. [online]. 
2007, vol.21, n.1, pp. 40-45. ISSN .  doi: 10.1590/S1806-
83242007000100007.

Hemangioma, vascular malformation and varix are benign vascular lesions, 
common in the head and neck regions. Studies about the prevalence of these 
lesions in the oral cavity are scarce. The aim of this study was to estimate 
the prevalence of and to obtain clinical data on oral hemangioma, vascular 
malformation and varix in a Brazilian population. Clinical data on those lesions 
were retrieved from the clinical forms from the files of the Oral Diagnosis 
Service, School of Dentistry, Federal University of Minas Gerais, Brazil, from 
1992 to 2002. Descriptive analysis was performed. A total of 2,419 clinical 
forms in the 10-year period were evaluated, of which 154 (6.4%) cases were 
categorized as oral hemangioma, oral vascular malformation or oral varix. Oral 
varix was the most frequent lesion (65.6%). Females had more oral 
hemangioma and oral varix than males. Oral vascular malformation and oral 
varix were more prevalent in the 7th and 6th decades, respectively. Oral hemangioma and oral varix were more 
prevalent in the ventral surface of the tongue and oral vascular malformation, in the lips. Oral hemangioma was 
treated with sclerotherapy (54.5%), and vascular malformation was managed with sclerotherapy and surgery 
(19.4% each). The data of this study suggests that benign vascular lesions are unusual alterations on the oral 
mucosa and jaws.
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