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Abstract

KOMIYAMA, Edson Yukio et al. Prevalence of yeasts in the oral cavity of 
children treated with inhaled corticosteroids. Braz. oral res. [online]. 
2004, vol.18, n.3, pp. 197-201. ISSN 1806-8324.  doi: 10.1590/S1806-
83242004000300004.

The aim of this study was to observe the prevalence of Candida spp. in the 
oral cavity of children undergoing treatment with inhaled corticosteroids. 
Thirty children treated with inhaled corticosteroids and thirty control children 
were studied. Saliva samples were collected through oral rinses with 
phosphate buffered saline (PBS). The samples were plated on Sabouraud's 
dextrose agar and incubated at 37癈 for 48 h. After this period, the number of 
colony-forming units per ml (cfu/ml) of saliva was calculated. The isolates 
were identified by phenotypic characterization. Candida spp. was isolated 
from 43.33% of the samples of children treated with corticosteroids, with a 
mean of 780 cfu/ml of saliva, and from 30% of the samples of the control 
group, with a mean of 560 cfu/ml of saliva. No significant statistical difference 
was observed between the groups. C. albicans was the prevalent species in 
both groups, followed by C. guilliermondii, C. parapsilosis and C. stellatoidea. Furthermore, Rhodotorula rubra and 
C. lusitaniae were also isolated from the treated group. We concluded that there was no significant increase in 
the prevalence and number of Candida spp. in the oral cavity of children treated with inhaled corticosteroids.
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