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Craniofacial pattern of Class III deciduous dentition
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the morphological characteristics of the cranio-dento-facial complex of 
children with deciduous dentition and Class III malocclusion. Forty Chinese children in Taiwan with normal occlusion and 40 
with Class III malocclusion in deciduous dentition were selected for cephalometric analysis. Mandibular length was 
significantly greater and the mandible was situated farther forward in the Class III group. The maxilla was also slightly 
backward in this group, perhaps in association with the shorter maxillary length. The mandibular incisors were tipped 
lingually to compensate for the intermaxillary skeletal dysplasia and the maxillary incisors were tipped lingually by the 
retroinclined mandibular incisors.

H.P. Chang is an associate professor in the Department of Orthodontics, School of Dentistry at Kaohsiung Medical 
College in Kaohsiung, Taiwan, Republic of China

Z. Kinoshita is chairman and professor in the Department of Orthodontics at Osaka Dental University in Osaka, Japan

T. Kawamoto is an associate professor in the Department of Orthodontics at Osaka Dental University in Osaka, Japan

KEY WORDS: Cephalometrics, Deciduous dentition, Normal occlusion, Class III malocclusion, Craniofacial pattern, Chinese 
in Taiwan.

© Copyright by E. H. Angle Education and Research Foundation, Inc. 1992 

Proudly Sponsored by The EH Angle Education and Research Foundation 

aDepartment of Orthodontics, School of Dentistry, Kaohsiung Medical College, 100 Su-Chuen 1st Road, 
Kaohsiung, Taiwan 80708, Republic of China


