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Genetic factors cause about 10% of male infertility. Azoospermia factors (AZFa, 
AZFb, AZFc) are considered to be the most important for spermatogenesis. We 
therefore made an attempt to evaluate the genetic cause of azoospermia, Y 
chromosome deletion in particular, in Indian men. We have analyzed a total of 
570 men, including 340 azoospermic men and 230 normal control subjects. DNA samples were initially screened 
with 30 sequence-tagged site (STS) markers representing AZF regions (AZFa, AZFb, AZFc). Samples, with 
deletion in the above regions were mapped by STS walking. Further, the deletions were confirmed by Southern 
hybridization using the probes from both euchromatic and heterochromatic regions. Of the total 340 azoospermic 
men analyzed, 29 individuals (8.5%) showed Y chromosome deletion, of which deletion in AZFc region was the most 
common (82.8%) followed by AZFb (55.2%) and AZFa (24.1%). Microdeletions were observed in AZFa, whereas 
macrodeletions were observed in AZFb and AZFc regions. Deletion of heterochromatic and azoospermic regions 
was detected in 20.7% of the azoospermic men. In 7 azoospermic men, deletion was found in more than 8.0 Mb 
spanning AZFb and AZFc regions. Sequence analysis at the break points on the Y chromosome revealed the 
presence of L1, ERV, and other retroviral repeat elements. We also identified a 240-kb region consisting of 125 bp 
tandem repeats predominantly comprised of ERV elements in the AZFb region. Histological study of the testicular 
tissue of the azoospermic men, who showed Y chromosome deletion, revealed complete absence of germ cells and 
presence of only Sertoli cells.  
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