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Correspondence

Reducing exposure to
avlan influenza H7 NQ

Awlan Influenzz HFND Infections have
extended Lo 33 ditles In 10 provinces,
infected 127 patlents and  killed
26 people In China as of May 1.
2013* This outbreak & very difficult
to control, and covers a greater
geographical area than thought?®
Stopping Infection of peaple In China
Is2huge challenge.

Two sirategies could prevent new
[human infections: su farmers
markets with Ive birds: and stopping
the trarsport for trading of Ive binds
carrying the virus.

Of 77 patlents with datz avallable®
77% had a history of acoupational ar
weet market expasure to poultry,** and
genomic anafyses of the virss clearfy
sugpest that It Is from awian ongin.*

Farmers markets with Ive poultry
in china are a fawourable micro-
EMVINONMEnt for vIrss ansmission
from animzk to humans. Close
contact and exposure to animal
secretions and faeces could abo
facilitate the tansmission. Butchering
of poultry in an open space could
expose workers and consumers to
infected material.”

Following our proposal to suspend
farmers markets with live birds. on
April & shanghal authorties sus-
pended farmers markets with Iving
poultry to prevent new human

This goal has  been
achieved. Of the 27 cases reparted
after the ban, 22 were already affected,
@nd ghven the 7-dzy Incubation perod,
five were most probbly Infected
lbefore the ban. Mo new infection has
Ibeen reported so far (appencng.

Hangzhou avthorties suspended
farmars markets with Ive birds on
April 15. Of the 23 patlents diagnosed
and arfter the suspension,
18 were Wl before the suspension, and
the five other cases fall within the
7-day incubetion time (=ppends). If
the suspension coukd have happened
earller 25 In Shanghal theoretically
seven cases could have been prevented.
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Accumulated Number of Cases

Zhejlang provincial suthorities sus-
pended all 1300 markets with live
birds on Aprll 2. Nanjing munid-
pal government of Jizngsu reparted
11 cases. The munidpal government
suspended fanmers markets on April 8
{zppandix)

Looking at the number and
geographical distribubion of the cases,
suspending farmers markets with iive
birds ts not enough to control the
dissase. This suspension can prevent
new human Infections In lage and
dense cites, ke Shanghal. But, the
number of Infected oitles has now
Increased, and each dty has anly a few
patents. This 15 alamming. Therefore,
we must ako wy to reduce the
numbear af Infectad cities to limit the
geographical spread. This can only be
achieved by stopping the transpert of
Irve birds @rmyIng thevins.
ot hectare shar we havE Ro conflcsaf inse .
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== Accumulated number of cases
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== Accumulated number of cities
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