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Abstract:

Lung function tests were performed in 122 workers of vegetable oil refineries in Tehran area. The results show an 

increase in respiratory impairment with age and length of exposure. Among the four indices of lung function that were 

calculated, FEV1 %FVC and FEF 25-75% PFEF 25-75 showed the greatest decrease with age and length of exposure, 

while FVC% PFVC and FEV1% PFEV1 were essentially within the normal range. These findings correspond with a state 

of chronic bronchospastic condition in these workers who are exposed to cotton and other dusts. 
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