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This study investigates pain moditications in 40
patients undergoing hyperbaric oxygen (HBO)
therapy for acute and chronic vascular disease.
The results were evaluated through psychometric
tests and the variations of plasma levels of
endorphins and ACTH. Our data show that HBO
treatment is effective in determining pain relief.
It is associated with a decrease of both ACTH and
endorphin plasma levels. The analgesic may be
secondary to the antiedema effect, to the
improvement of local circulation (with lower
accumulation of algogen peptides), and to greater
affinity of the endorphins to receptorial sites.
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