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ABSTRACT
Pulmonary thromboembolism (PTE) remains a diagnostic and therapeutic challenge for physicians. 

Anticoagulation with heparin remains as the cornerstone in its management, reserving thrombolysis for 

cases with hemodynamic impairment. The later has been associated with haemorrhagic complications and 

has proved beneficial when initiated within the first 48 hours of PTE; but there is little evidence supporting 

its use passed this time. We present a case of an 84 year old female admitted in our unit and treated 

successfully with thrombolysis for massive PTE at the fifth day of diagnosis. The patient improved towards 

complete recovery and was discharged from the hospital 22 days after admission without complications. 
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