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Overcoming Hurdles in Hepatitis C Virus Research: Efficient Production of Infectious Virus in Cell Culture
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Hepatitis C virus is a flavivirus that infects nearly 2% of the world population. There is no vaccine available and current therapy with 
interferon and ribavirin is expensive, not well tolerated and effective in only 60% of patients. HCV research has been hampered by the 
lack of a robust tissue culture system, but recent advances have made virus growth in culture possible. Here we review the current 
state-of-the-art and the molecular hurdles that have been met and those that still need to be overcome. 
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