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The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) is the keystone 
of European Union (EU) risk assessment regarding food 
and feed safety. In close collaboration with national 
authorities and in open consultation with its stakeholders, 
EFSA provides independent scientific advice and clear 
communication on existing and emerging risks. 
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EFSA and ECDC issue 2008 report 
on zoonoses and food-borne 
outbreaks in the European Union 
  
EFSA and the European Centre for 
Disease Prevention and Control 

have published their Annual Report on Zoonoses and Food-
borne outbreaks for 2008, which gives an overview of zoonotic 
infections shared in nature by humans and animals and 
disease outbreaks caused by consuming contaminated food. 
The report shows that the number of human cases of the three 
most reported zoonotic infections was lower in 2008 than in 
2007.

EFSA confirms chicken meat
major source of human cases of 
campylobacteriosis 
In an opinion published 28 
January, EFSA’s BIOHAZ Panel 
concludes that the handling, 

preparation and consumption of broiler meat may directly 
account for 20 to 30% of human cases of campylobacteriosis in 
the European Union.

EFSA consults on the evaluation
of safety and effectiveness of
substances used for removal of
microbial surface contamination 
EFSA’s BIOHAZ Panel has 
published for public consultation a 

revision of the guidance document for the submission of 
applications on the substances to be used for removing 
microbial contamination from the surface of foods of animal 
origin. All interested parties will be able to provide their 
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Scientific documents

Notification by Portugal for the prohibition of cultivation of GM
plants in the Autonomous Region of Madeira 
Published: 1 February 2010  Adopted: 27 January 2010 

Standard sample description for food and feed 
Published: 29 January 2010  Adopted: 18 January 2010 

Peer review of the pesticide risk assessment of the active
substance Lecanicillium muscarium 
Published: 29 January 2010 
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comments up to 22 February 2010.

Events & meetings

Joint event EFSA-AESAN 
"Science supporting Risk
Surveillance of Imports" 
Seville, 10 February 2010 

The 19th meeting of the task
force on zoonoses data
collection 
Parma, 23 March 2010 

First Announcement for the
Workshop on Protection Goals
for Environmental Risk
Assessment of Pesticides
Parma, 15 April 2010 
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