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Abstract : Non- casino gaming (e.g., horse racing, lotteries, football betting) in Hong Kong has seen a RSS

considerable growth in recent years, making it a good case for the study of residents’perceptions andattitudes
towards non- casino gaming in urban communities. Residents are the primary participants of non- casino gaming.
Previously, models have been developed to analyze the impact of gaming on the attitudes of residents in casino
gaming communities. Despite the growing popularity of non- casino gaming, the influence of different forms of non- BEF
casino gaming has not yet to be assessed under atheoretical framework. This study aims to examine the .
residents’perceptions on the effects of non-casino gaming in urban communities. Based on a comprehensive RUER)
literature review, the main research constructs developed to measure community perceptions of non-casino
gaming were derived from the social exchange theory. The data used for this study were collected through survey
research and were subsequently analyzed through structural equation modeling. A pilot test was conducted with
159 respondents in Hong Kong prior to the main survey, which yielded 626 questionnaires. Research findings
can be reported as follows. First, social exchange theory is found valid for explaining residents’perceptions on
non-casino gaming. The residents’level of support for non-casinogaming was influenced by several variables, such
as perceived positive social influence, gaming behavior, perceived negative environmental and economic impact,
perceived negative social influence, community attachment, and power. Positive relationships were found among
the residents’perceivedpositive influences, gaming behavior, community attachment, and power and levels of
support for non- casino gaming. Moreover, negative relationships were identified among perceived negative
environmental, economic, and social impacts. Negative social impacts played a more important role as compared
with negative environmental and economic impacts. Second, the major positive impacts perceived by residents
were availability of entertainment and recreation, social opportunities, public infrastructure, increased
attractiveness of a city, and educational funding brought by gaming. Furthermore, the perceptions on negative
environmental effects included overcrowding, cleanliness of the community, traffic congestion, and costs of living.
Perceived negative social effects includeddestruction of family, increase of loan, and sharking and gambling
addicts. Third, the family members’gaming behaviors had significant effects on the support level of non- casino
gaming. Direct positive relationships were identified between residents’community attachment and their support
level. Thus, community attachment was positively related to perceived positive impacts. Moreover, residents who
perceived themselves as having greater power experienced stronger positive and negative impacts
simultaneously. Consequently, such residents were supportive of further developments in gaming.As compared
with previous research on the influences of gaming, this article is distinct because ofthe several aspects it
considered. First, the present study develops and provides an analytic framework and a valid instrument that
helps in evaluating the effects of non- casino gaming. Furthermore, an improved model that integrates community
attachment, power relationship, and gaming behavior is developed based on social exchange theory. Finally, this
research provides an in depth understanding of the perceptions of Chinese on gaming. Practically, the results will
help policy makers in mainland China and Hong Kong to create appropriate gaming development strategies.
Consequently, measurescan be implemented to broaden the community’s understanding of gaming and
encourage publicsupport for the administration of gaming.
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