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ABSTRACT

This paper presents a study of water vending in 3 informal settlements of Yola North in Adamawa State of
Nigeria. These settlements represent the fast growing urban areas often dwelling in unplanned and
unsecured tenure. Access to safe water supply has great influence on the health, economic productivity and
quality of life of the people. But meeting this need is one of the major challenges facing the urban
communities of Nigeria today. A field survey was conducted in the area with 100 observations of
households in each of the three informal settlements. These settlements are Sabongari -University village,
Vinikilang and Wuro Jabbe. The survey solicited for response concerning household water source, water per
capita use and household size. Findings revealed that about 92% of respondent in Sabongari-University
village, 66% in Vinikilang and 87% in Wuro Jabbe depend on vended water from borehole, hand dug well as
well as surface water sources which are delivered by hand pushed trucks. Owing to the absence of piped
water networks in the study area, households are forced to rely on available water sources which are
precursor to water borne diseases. It is advocated that the public agencies should evolve special programs
for regularizing informal settlements, meaning the legalization of land tenure, layout corrections and service

upgrading if service is to meet the poor informal dwellers.
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