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Tostudytheexpression ofthecostimulatorymolecule CD28onperipheral blood CD8T cells from

patientswith hepatocel lular carcinoma (HCC).

Theexpressionof CD28on CD8, CD8'CD28 andCD8*'CD28" cell

subsets in the peripheral blood obtained from 20 HCC patients and15healthycontrolswere assayed by flow cytometry.
The elevated percentages of CD8* cells, decreased percentages of CD8*CD28* cells and increased percentages of
CD8'CD28 cells were observed in theperipheral bloodof HCCpatients ascomparedwiththose o thecontrolgroup ( <O.

01). Positivecorrelationbetweenthe percentage of CD8'CD28 cellsandthat of CD8* cells werefound.

CD28

expression on CD8' Tcell swasaberrantin theperipheralblood of HCC patients,andthe elevationof CD8'CD28 cell number

resultsintheincreaseof CD8' cell number.
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