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CHARCOAL ANALYSIS AND FIRE CHANGES AT DONGGANCHI OF
FANGSHAN IN BEILJING SINCE 15000 YEARS B. P.

Zhang Jiahua, Kong Zhaochen and Du Naiqui
(Institute of Botany, Academia Sinica, Beijing 100093)

Abstract Fire is one of the major environmental factors in forest and grassland ecosystems.
Based on the results of analysing charcoal, pollen and loss-on-ignition (LOI) in 15000 a B. P. sedi-
ments in Dongganchi, this paper deals with the possibility of fire occurring since 15000 a B. P.
in Beijing. The time series analysis was used to infer patterns of fire as well as relationship be-
tween fire and some plants. In the meantime, other factors resulting in fire were considered. In
addition, the man’s effect on fire playing was discussed according to archaeological and historical
material.
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Fig. 2 Charcoal concentration diagram in east profile, Dongganchi, Beijing (X10 )
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