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Toinvestigatethedistributionof Thel percel pol ari zedpopul ationsi npati entswithchronichepatitis B
(CHB). Freshlyisolatedmononuclearcellsintheliverandperipheral bloodof CHBpatientswereobtained, and
HBCcAg-specificThel percell clonesweresubsequentlyestablishedbylimitingdilution, andtheanalysisofthese cloneswas
conducted. Themajorityofliver-infiltratingT cell sinCHBpatientswereThlcell scapableof secreting IFN-  but
notlL-4.Theclonesderivedfromtheperipheral bloodweremostly ThOcell s,irrespectiveoftheHBeA gstatusof the patient.
Onlyafractionof 15%oftheT cell clonespresentedobviousHBcA g-specificproliferationresponse. The varied
predominanceexercisedbydifferentpolarizedTcellpopul ationsintheliverandperipheral bl ood,andthe aggregation of Thl
cellsatal argeproportiontoother Thel percel | popul ationsinthei nflammationlocality, indicatethat Thl cellsmay playan
importantrol eintheimmunepathogenesisof CHB.
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) Theseriesof T cell clonesincludes19and18 clonesderivedfromliver
PMA  Sigma 1ng/ml biopsy specimenand18 and17Tcell clonesderivedfromthe
ionomycin 1 ymol/L(Sigma) 1 4 mol/L mo- correspondingperipheral blood samples. Tcellclones ableto produce
nensin,Sigma) 37 4h IFN- , butnotlL-4,aredefined asTh1;Tcellclones abletoproduce
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