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Niu Shu (Ji wen) and Buddhism

XIA Guangxing
(Humanities college, Shanghai Teachers University, 200234, China)

Abstract: Buddhism had been disseminated towards the east. and meanwhile blended with Chinesc traditional culture
for several centuries. It played an important role in the Chinese society during the Sui and Tang Dynastics. By this
time the Buddhist Scriptures had been translated completely and become an active factor that stimulated narrative lit-
erature of this period to develop. This paper, taking Niu Su <{JI WEN>> as an object, combs the traces of the Bud-
dhist Scripture stories in it and enumerates those novels and stories immersed and carved in subject matters of Bud-
dhist Scriptures and traces their sources. It is proved that Chinese versions of Buddhist Scriptures exercised influ-
ences on the context of the fictions. In the paper some fictions' "prototype”is unearthed {rom Buddhist Scriptures and
corresponding records in order to demonstrate that the fictions were effected by Buddhism Scriptures and to show the
profound influence of the cultural blending between India and China on the fictions of the Sui and Tang Dynasties,
Key words: Niu Su, Ji Wen, Buddhism, Fictions
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