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High Performance Liquid Chromatographic
Analysis of Organic Acids in Foods

Ding M ingyu, Chen Peirong and Luo Guoan
(Department of Chemistry, Tsinghua University, Beijing, 100084)

Abstract Because of the speed, selectivity, reliability, and sim ple sam ple preparation high perform ance liquid
chromatography (HPLC) is the preferred method for simultaneous separation and determ ination of organic
acids in foods. Ion exchange chromatography, ion exclusion chrom tography and reversed phase HPLC are the
most comm on chromatographic m odes for analysis of organic acids in foods. The development and application
of the three chromatographic m odes are reviewed w ith 54 references. lon exchange chromatography is most
satisfactory for analysis of organic acids in foods, because organic acids are not interfered by other organic

com pounds, and inorganic anions in foods are determ ined sim ultaneously w ith organic acids.
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