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“Synthesis of Literature and History” ; Traditional Dimension of History
Explanation and Its Improper Treatment: Taking Yi Zhongtian’s
Appreciation of Romance of the Three Kingdoms as an Example

GE Hongbing, XU Wei
(Chinese Department, Shanghai University, Shanghai, 200444 ,China)

Abstract; The academic tradition of “synthesis of literature and history” enabled Chinese history to possess three value orienta-
tions in ancient times , which were reflected by temples, scholars and common people. Their evolvement up to the present time has
reduced them to explanation of history in the form of drama or play and to the lopsided development of common practices of enter-
tainment. Yi Zhongtian’ s Appreciation of Romance of the Three Kingdoms flaunts the banner of the elite’ s culture, in fact it is
something vulgar that resembles neither literature nor history. It explains the aesthetic ideal of Romance of the Three Kingdoms as
political trickery, desire and interests. Its influence is extremely abominable. The teaching of Chinese history should be conduc-
ted from the perspective of transcending shallow historical phenomena and enhanced to the level of the thinking of the historical
spirit from the angle of philosophy.

Key words:; the synthesis of literature and history,Yi Zhongtian , Appreciation of Romance of the Three Kingdoms
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