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Investigation of an Old Hand - Written Copy of A Dream of Red Mansions
With 120 Chapters Stored in Shanghai Library

QIAO Fujin
(Xintai University, Xintai, Hebei, 054001, China)

Abstract: The old manuscript of A Dream of Red Mansions newly discovered in Shanghai Library is an isolated hand - written

copy with 120 chapters. The rough draft was made earlier than the movable type text or the early inscribed text. The discovery of

this hand - written copy with 120 chapters not only makes up for the missing edition between early manuscripts and late printed e-

ditions of the classic novel, but also lays a textual foundation for explaining and confirming the characters and words of the exist-

ing manuscripts, as well as for sorting out the origin of inscribed and printed copies of the classic novel.

Key words: a copy stored in Shanghai Library, A Dream of Red Mansions with 120 Chapters, an old manuscript
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