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Shanghai Actresses in the Late Qing Dynasty

XU Jianxiong
( College of Humanities and Communications, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: The first actresses were those who began to act in Huagu Opera in Shanghai in the late Qing Dynasty. The rise of
Mao’ er Opera, a type of drama in which all the roles are played by females, not only promoted the development of Shanghai thea-
tres, but also led to the emergence of specialized female theatrical troupes. Actresses’ turning up on the theatre stage of the city
made it possible that before long males and females acted together on the same stage. Although they experienced all kinds of
hardships and difficulties, the contingent of Shanghai actresses expanded steadily and exerted increasingly greater social influ-
ence. That was because actresses’ appearing on the stages of Shanghai conformed to the tendency of the entertainment commer-
cialization, satisfied the needs of the stage for actresses and complied with the trend of the emancipation of women. In a word, it
reflected the changes of modern society of Shanghai.
Key words: the late Qing Dynasty, Shanghai,actresses
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