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Exploration of the Naming of Characters

in New Novels in Late Qing Dynasty

SUN Yimin
(Humanities College, Shanghai Normal University, 200234, China)

Abstract: The form of the New Novels is quite different from that of the traditional novels due to the particular soci-

ety and epoch background in the Late Qing Dynasty. The New Novels are not only full of new concepts and new

things, but also imbued with new cultural connotations, which are reflected by the unique names of the characters in

them. The aims the authors wanted to attain when naming the characters can be mainly divided into three types: the

first type is intended to satirize, the second type to display the purport, and the third type to build plots. We may

form some new ideas of the value of the New Novels through this study.

Key words: the New Novels, cultural connotations, the naming of characters, irony, indirect indication
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