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Symbolic Plot of Subject Matter in the Fiction of Ming Dynasty

SHEN Guangren

(Department of English Language and Literature, National University of Singapore)

Abstract: Stage properties were usually employed to stand for the titles of traditional operas in Ming Dynasty. Such
stage properties were seen to be so attractive everywhere that occasionally they would attract a large audience. Male
and female leading characters would be preoccupied with it, which was the result of their empathy. In contrast, ob-
jects and things in fiction of the Ming Dynasty are usually closely associated with themes so that inherent rules of
characterization can be followed and profound significance sought. This paper analyses the symbols and plots of
Pearl Shirt , Box of Treasures , and Night Pearl , discusses the soil into which the best stories and novels in Ming
Dynasty are deeply rooted, and confirms the fact that becoming rich by engaging in business was regarded as an indi-
cator of great success and that the pursuit of personal happiness was considered to be quite reasonable. All the lead-
ing characters either travelled long distance to transport and sell goods, or operated small businesses supported by a
small capital, Handsome husband and beautiful wife treated each other with courtesy and lived a rich life full of true
feelings.

Key words: fiction, Ming Dynasty, Symbolic Plot of Subject Matter
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