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Fengyue Meng and the Courtesan Novel

Patrick Hanan
(Harvard University)

Abstract: As the first Chinese “City Novel” in any meaningful sense of that term, Fengyue Meng is rooted in a specific locality,

the city of Yangzhou. Through description of the characters’ activities and perspectives, the novel displays the elegant look and

bearing of the city of Yangzhou. It exerts great impact on the literary context of subsequent novels such as Haishang Hua

Liezhuan.

Key words; Fengyue Meng, Yangzhou, the City Novel, the Courtesan Novel
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