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On the Narrativeness Displayed in Chekhov’s Dramas

ZHANG Jieming
(College of Humanities and Communications, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai, 200234, China)

Abstract: In his drama works, Chekhov deals with the past, future and potential conflicts either by simplifying them or back -
staging them. In so doing, there are neither protagonists nor central events, which results in the absence of such dramatic charac-
teristics as transition and dramatic conflicts. In his dramatic narration, dislogues and scene interspersion, he utilizes keenly sub-
jective “intonation” and individuality - highlighting “situations” , which reveals a strongly narrative feature in his drama. Chok-
hov’ s ways of dramatic creation as mentioned above extends the direction of modern dramas and challenges traditional dramatic
patterns as well.

Key words: Chekhov, drama, narrativeness, dramatic conflicts, intonation,situation
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