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MRI diagnosis of embryonal tumors in the spinal canal: analysis of 6 cases
LIN Yue-zeng,ZHANGXue-lin
Imaging DiagnosticCenter,NanfangHospital ,FirstMilitaryMedical University, Guangzhou510515,China

Abstract:

Obijective Toevaluatethemagneticresonanceimaging (MRI) featurescharacterizingembryonaltumorsinthe

spinalcanal. Methods Retrospectiveanal ysesoftheM Rimageswereconductedin6patientswithsurgicallyandpathol ogi-
callyconfirmedembryonaltumorsinthespinalcanal. Results Epidermoidcystsin3casesdisplayedavarietyofnon-charac-
teristicsignalintensitypatternsonT;- and T-weightedimages(T,W | and T)WI).Lipomasi n2casesshowedhighsignalinten-
sityonT:Wlandattenuatedtoi ntermediatesignal intensityonBWI.Anintramedul laryneurentericcystinlcasewasillustrat-
edaslowsignalintensityonT,WIlandhighsignalintensityonT,WI. Conclusion TheM Rl presentationofembryonaltumors
inthespinal canal withtheexceptionoflipomasi sdevoidoftypi cal features,andthei rM RI di agnosi sshoul dbecompl ement -
edbyhistoryof devel opmental anomal yandpathol ogi cal andeti ol ogi cal findings.

Key words: central nervoussystemneopl asms;magneticresonanceimaging;diagnosis
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